
Katrina Berishaj advises financial services clients — including banks, trust companies, 
broker-dealers, investment advisers, insurance companies and institutional investors 
— on issues arising under the fiduciary and prohibited transaction rules of the 
Employee Retirement Income Security Act (ERISA) and the Internal Revenue Code 
with respect to financial products, services and transactions. She assists corporate 
and governmental retirement plan sponsors on a broad range of issues concerning 
their fiduciary and non-fiduciary responsibilities. Katrina also advises on qualified and 
nonqualified retirement plans and executive and equity compensation arrangements.

Clients turn to Katrina in developing creative solutions and business strategies in the 
employee benefit space. She counsels financial services firms on their compliance 
with the prohibited transaction rules under ERISA and the Internal Revenue Code, 
including issues raised by investments in proprietary funds and products, third-party 
payments, principal trading and cross-trading.

Katrina also counsels banks, investment adviser firms and broker-dealer firms on 
ERISA compliance for ERISA plan separately-managed accounts, collective 
investment funds, private funds and other arrangements. Additionally, she provides 
guidance to individual retirement account (IRA) custodians on various issues arising 
under the federal tax laws.

Katrina advises plan sponsors on investment matters for defined benefit and defined 
contribution plans, including by negotiating ERISA plan investments in private equity 
funds, hedge funds, collective investment trusts, separately managed accounts and 
other investment vehicles.

Prior to joining Stradley Ronon, Katrina served as associate general counsel at a 
leading diversified financial services company. She also worked at another 
multinational law firm, where she represented financial institutions and institutional 
investors.

Featured Representative Matters

• Advised 1st Colonial Bancorp Inc. in a merger agreement with Mid Penn Bancorp 
Inc. in which Mid Penn acquired 1st Colonial in a cash and stock transaction valued 
at approximately $106.1 million.

• Represented Clincierge, a clinical trial concierge services provider, in an acquisition 
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by Greenphire, an innovator of software solutions for clinical trials backed by one of 
the largest software investors in the world.

• Represented Pacific Life in the sale of its third party credit asset management firm, ‐
Pacific Asset Management LLC (which at closing managed over $20 billion) to 
Aristotle Capital Management LLC.

• Advised Berkshire Asset Management in its sale of a minority stake to iM Global 
Partner, a leading global asset management network.

• Advised a boutique alternative investment firm focused exclusively on the closed-
end fund market with restructuring a master-feeder hedge fund to add provisions for 
ERISA investors.

Memberships

• Member, Leadership Council on Legal Diversity

• Member, We Inspire. Promote. Network. (WIPN)

Recognitions

• Pathfinder, Leadership Council on Legal Diversity (2021)

Featured Speaking Engagements

• Panelist, “Guaranteed Lifetime Income: So Much Talk & So Little Action!” 2025 
SPARK Institute Forum

• Panelist, “Recommending Alternative or Complex Products,” National Society of 
Compliance Professionals 2025 National Conference

• Presenter, “Investment Management Regulatory Update Seminar,” Stradley Ronon

• Presenter, “Financial Services Regulatory Workshop,” Stradley Ronon CLE

Experience
Stradley Ronon Advises Mutual Group in Emigrant Partners Deal
Stradley Ronon represented Mutual Group Inc., a national platform serving 
independent financial advisers and registered investment advisers, in a transaction 
involving a strategic investment by Emigrant Partners, a leading minority investor in 
the wealth and asset management industry.

The deal, announced April 9, enables Mutual Group to expand its national footprint, 
deepen adviser engagement, accelerate key platform enhancements and position its 
business for the next phase of growth.

Read the announcement.

Stradley Ronon Represents 1st Colonial Bancorp in Acquisition by Mid Penn 
Bancorp
Stradley Ronon advised 1st Colonial Bancorp Inc., the parent company of Mount 
Laurel, New Jersey-based 1st Colonial Community Bank, in a merger agreement with 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania-based Mid Penn Bancorp Inc. in which Mid Penn acquired 
1st Colonial in a cash and stock transaction valued at approximately $106.1 million. In 
connection with the holding company merger, 1st Colonial Community Bank was 
merged with and into Mid Penn’s subsidiary bank, Mid Penn Bank.

https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/emigrant-partners-announces-strategic-investment-in-mutual-group-302737598.html


The transaction, which was completed on February 27, further expands Mid Penn’s 
presence in the Greater Philadelphia area and southern New Jersey.

Stradley Ronon Advises Covetrus in Connection with Definitive Agreement for 
Chewy’s Acquisition of SmartEquine Business
Stradley Ronon represented Covetrus, a Portland, Maine-based global animal-health 
technology and services company, with respect to its agreement for Chewy Inc. to 
acquire its subsidiary SmartPak Equine LLC (SmartEquine). The transaction, 
announced October 30, is expected to close by year-end subject to customary closing 
conditions.

SmartEquine is a leading U.S. direct-to-consumer provider of equine nutraceutical 
supplements. The deal will allow for Covetrus to focus on its core business of 
delivering technology-enabled solutions that help streamline and strengthen veterinary 
practices.

Stradley Ronon Represents Oak Hill Wealth Advisors in Merger with Cerity 
Partners
Stradley Ronon advised Oak Hill Wealth Advisors, a wealth management firm based in 
Lansdowne, Virginia, in its merger with Cerity Partners, a full-service wealth 
management firm serving high- and ultra-high-net-worth individuals and their families, 
businesses and their leadership teams, and nonprofit organizations. The transaction 
closed on September 30; the value was undisclosed.

Oak Hill will operate under the Cerity Partners name. The partnership will expand 
Cerity Partners’ footprint in the Washington, D.C., market and is expected to enhance 
offerings to high-net-worth families, including generational wealth planning, financial 
and retirement planning, and investment management services.

Stradley Ronon Advises Silvi Materials in Acquisition of Eagle Rock Concrete
Stradley Ronon represented Pennsylvania-based Silvi Materials, a vertically integrated 
leader in construction materials, in its acquisition of Eagle Rock Concrete, a premier 
ready-mix concrete producer based in North Carolina. The transaction closed 
September 2.

The combined company will operate as Eagle Rock Concrete, a Silvi Materials 
Company. This acquisition represents Silvi’s expansion into the Southeast U.S. 
construction market, bringing nine high-production ready-mix plants in the Raleigh-
Durham area.

Stradley Ronon Represents Allied Resources Group in Acquisition of Verigent
Stradley Ronon represented Allied Resources Group (ARG) in its acquisition of 
Verigent, a North Carolina-based staffing firm specializing in telecom and IT network 
infrastructure. The transaction closed July 31; the value was undisclosed.

ARG is a multidisciplinary provider of engineering, staffing, inspection and field 
services focused on delivering reliable solutions to critical infrastructure clients 
nationwide. The acquisition will expand ARG’s workforce solutions platform and 
strengthen its presence in fast-growing technical markets across the United States, 
including the data center infrastructure sector.

Read more about the acquisition.

Stradley Ronon Represents Cook Wealth in Merger with Cerity Partners
Stradley Ronon represented Cook Wealth, a Raleigh-based wealth management firm, 

https://www.marketforecastreports.com/article/836906263-allied-resources-group-acquires-verigent-expanding-into-data-center-infrastructure-market


in a merger with Cerity Partners, a financial and wealth advisory firm serving high-net-
worth individuals and their families and nonprofit organizations and foundations 
throughout the United States.

The merger expands Cerity Partners’ integrated wealth advisory services, including 
financial planning, investment management, and tax planning and preparation, into 
North Carolina.

For more information, visit Cerity Partners’ website.

Stradley Ronon Represented TradePMR in Acquisition by Robinhood
Stradley Ronon represented TradePMR, a custodial and portfolio management 
platform for Registered Investment Advisors (RIAs), in an approximately $300 million 
acquisition by Robinhood Markets, Inc., which closed on February 26, 2025. 
TradePMR has over 25 years in the industry, and the acquisition will accelerate 
Robinhood’s delivery of investment advisory capabilities to customers by bringing in a 
scaled RIA custodial platform with approximately 350 firms and more than $40B in 
assets under administration.

Read more about the acquisition.

Stradley Ronon Advises Wedderspoon in Acquisition by Masthead
Stradley Ronon represented Wedderspoon Organic Group, the largest seller of New 
Zealand-sourced and manufactured manuka honey products in North America, in its 
acquisition by New Zealand-based investment firm Masthead Ltd. Masthead plans to 
consolidate its consumer brand portfolio into a new holding company, Florenz.

Read more about the transaction.

Stradley Ronon Advises Wealth Legacy Institute in Merger with Cerity Partners
Stradley Ronon represented Denver-based Wealth Legacy Institute, a financial 
planning and investment management firm, in its merger with Cerity Partners, a 
financial and wealth advisory firm serving high-net-worth individuals and their families 
and nonprofit organizations and foundations throughout the United States.

Stradley Ronon Advises CenterSquare in Investment in Aligned Data Centers
Stradley Ronon represented CenterSquare Investment Management, a global real 
estate investment manager, in connection with an equity investment in Aligned Data 
Centers, a fast-growing data center infrastructure technology company offering 
colocation and build-to-scale data center solutions. The investment, facilitated through 
CenterSquare’s strategic partnership with Macquarie Asset Management, will support 
Aligned’s expanding portfolio.

For more information, read CenterSquare’s announcement.

Stradley Ronon Represents Clincierge in Acquisition by Greenphire
Stradley Ronon advised Clincierge, a provider of concierge travel and logistics support 
for patients participating in clinical trials, in its acquisition by Greenphire, an innovator 
in software solutions for streamlining clinical trials backed by private equity firm Thoma 
Bravo, one of the largest software investors in the world. The combination will allow 
the firms to better support patient care by utilizing cutting-edge technologies.

Read more about the transaction.

https://greenphire.com/news/greenphire-announces-acquisition-of-clincierge-to-enhance-clinical-trial-support-services/
https://www.centersquare.com/news/centersquare-investment-management-invests-in-aligned-data-centers/
https://wedderspoon.com/blogs/the-sweet-spot/wedderspoon-joins-new-zealand-group-florenz?srsltid=AfmBOopt2Eq7NeK9I5ZKO0kgjdH42IyuPDj2pLsQ3g4VEXivSFIXoqFr
https://www.tradepmr.com/hood
https://ceritypartners.com/news/cerity-partners-welcomes-cook-wealth/


Stradley Ronon Advises Mini Melts in Investment by Altamont Capital Partners
A cross-practice team of Stradley Ronon lawyers represented Mini Melts USA, a 
producer and distributor of novelty ice cream products headquartered in the 
Philadelphia area, in the acquisition of a controlling interest by Altamont Capital 
Partners. Altamont Capital is a Palo Alto, California-based private investment firm with 
more than $4 billion in assets under management.

Altamont Capital partnered with Mini Melts to provide growth capital and support an 
expansion of its distribution footprint and manufacturing capabilities. Mini Melts’ CEO 
and founder will remain in his role and as a major investor alongside Altamont Capital 
and the company’s existing shareholders.

For more information on the deal, read this   Wall Street Journal   article  . (Subscription 
required.)

Stradley Ronon Represents Team Epiphany in Acquisition by Stagwell
Stradley Ronon advised Team Epiphany, a consumer marketing agency based in New 
York City, in its acquisition by Stagwell, a digital-first global marketing network. 
Founded in 2004, Team Epiphany is a BIPOC-owned-and-operated firm that 
specializes in cultural relevance, experiential marketing and influencer integration. The 
terms of the transaction were not disclosed. Team Epiphany will join Stagwell’s 
Constellation network, a collective of best-in-class marketing agencies.

For more, read Stagwell’s announcement.

Pronto Repairs Acquired by Tech24
Stradley Ronon represented Pronto Repairs, Inc. in an acquisition by Tech24, a 
portfolio company of HCI Equity Partners. Pronto Repairs offers repair, maintenance 
and installation services for foodservice and commercial HVAC equipment to hospitals 
and medical centers in the New York City area. Tech24 is a national industry leader in 
commercial foodservice equipment repair and maintenance. The acquisition allows 
Tech24 to strengthen its presence both in the New York City metropolitan area and in 
the healthcare segment.

Pacific Asset Management Acquired by Aristotle
Stradley Ronon represented Pacific Life Insurance Company with the sale of its third‐
party credit asset management firm, Pacific Asset Management, LLC, which manages 
over $20 billion in assets, to Aristotle Capital Management, LLC. The transaction 
creates Aristotle Pacific Capital, LLC (Aristotle Pacific).

Berkshire Asset Management Sells Minority Stake to iM Global Partner
Stradley Ronon represented Berkshire Asset Management (BAM), a Wilkes-Barre, PA-
based RIA with $3.96 billion in AUM that specializes in dividend-focused equity 
portfolios in the sale of a minority stake to iM Global Partner, a leading global asset 
management network. BAM will join iM Global Partner’s extensive global asset 
management family and distribution network.

Thomas J. Herzfeld Advisors Restructures Master Feeder Hedge Fund
Stradley Ronon represented Thomas J. Herzfeld Advisors, a boutique alternative 
investment firm focused exclusively on the closed-end fund market, with restructuring 
a master-feeder hedge fund to add provisions for ERISA investors.

Petabyte Technology Inc. Acquired by Chewy Inc.
Stradley Ronon represented Petabyte Technology Inc., a provider of cloud-based 
technology solutions to the veterinary sector, in a $43.4 million acquisition by Chewy, 

https://www.stagwellglobal.com/stagwells-stgw-constellation-acquires-culturalist-agency-team-epiphany/
https://www.wsj.com/articles/altamont-capital-backs-popular-mini-melts-ice-cream-maker-d5e10464


Inc., an online provider of pet food and treats, pet supplies, pet medications and other 
pet-health products and services. The acquisition is expected to further strengthen 
Chewy’s pet healthcare product and service offerings.

United Packaging Acquired by Envoy Solutions
Stradley Ronon represented Bristol, PA-based United Packaging, a leading distributor 
of high-quality packaging, shipping, safety and janitorial supplies in its acquisition by 
Envoy Solutions. Envoy Solutions is a specialized distributor and solution provider 
serving the U.S. market through regional distributors of packaging, facility care and 
foodservice supplies. The acquisition allows United Packaging access to new world-
class products and services while being part of a growing national platform.
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